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Protect Yourself:Protect Yourself:
Identity TheftIdentity Theft

Protect Yourself: Protect Yourself: 
Identity TheftIdentity Theft
•• Recognizing senior scamsRecognizing senior scams

•• Protecting yourself from fraudProtecting yourself from fraud

•• Steps to take if you become a victimSteps to take if you become a victim

22



Senior Consumer Education

What is Identity Theft? What is Identity Theft? ((cont.cont.))

•• Social Security NumberSocial Security Number
•• Credit Card NumberCredit Card Number
•• Banking or Financial Banking or Financial 

InformationInformation
•• Date of BirthDate of Birth
•• MotherMother’’s Maiden Names Maiden Name

Personal Information:Personal Information:
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What do thieves do with What do thieves do with 
a stolen identity?a stolen identity?

Government documents fraudGovernment documents fraud
Other fraudOther fraud
••Job using your SSNJob using your SSN
••Rent houseRent house
••Medical servicesMedical services
••Give your information to Give your information to 
police during an arrestpolice during an arrest
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Protect yourself from Protect yourself from 
identity theftidentity theft

DO NOT GIVE OUT PERSONAL DO NOT GIVE OUT PERSONAL 
INFORMATIONINFORMATION

-- over the phoneover the phone
-- through the mailthrough the mail
-- on the Internet on the Internet 

UNLESS YOU INITIATE THE UNLESS YOU INITIATE THE 
CONTACT!CONTACT!
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Protect Yourself!  Protect Yourself!  

Be cautious with your mail:Be cautious with your mail:
promptly remove mail promptly remove mail 
secure outgoing mail secure outgoing mail 
shred or cutshred or cut--up private up private 
records & statementsrecords & statements
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Protect Yourself!Protect Yourself!

•• OptOpt--Out/Stop credit offers:Out/Stop credit offers:
Telephone Telephone 
11--888888--567567--86888688

OnlineOnline
www.optoutprescreen.comwww.optoutprescreen.com
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Protect Yourself!Protect Yourself!
•Carefully and promptly 
review statements and bills.

•Protect your Social Security / 
Medicare card & number.

•Pick up checks at your bank.
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Protect Yourself!Protect Yourself!
• Limit information on personal checks.

• Create a master list & photo copy 
important identification.

• Obtain free credit reports
(1 every 4 months = 3 / year!)
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Ordering Free Credit Ordering Free Credit 
ReportsReports

••MailMail
Forms available Forms available –– handouthandout

••TelephoneTelephone
11--877877--322322--8228 (toll8228 (toll--free)free)

••Online  Online  
www.annualcreditreport.comwww.annualcreditreport.com
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Take ACTION Take ACTION 
if you become a victimif you become a victim

Obtain the FTC’s publication, 

““Defend: Recover From Defend: Recover From 
Identity TheftIdentity Theft””

www.ftc.gov/idtheft
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Take ACTION Take ACTION 
if you become a victimif you become a victim
1.1. Place a Fraud Alert on Your Credit Place a Fraud Alert on Your Credit 

Report and Review Your Credit Report and Review Your Credit 
Reports Reports –– contact one of contact one of 
following:following:
•• Equifax: Equifax: 11--800800--525525--62856285
•• Experian: Experian: 11--888888--397397--37423742
•• TransUnion:TransUnion: 11--800800--680680--72897289
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Take ACTION Take ACTION 
if you become a victimif you become a victim

2.2. Close the Accounts that you Close the Accounts that you 
Know, or Believe, have been Know, or Believe, have been 
Tampered with or Opened Tampered with or Opened 
Fraudulently.Fraudulently.
•• Dispute fraudulent transactions.Dispute fraudulent transactions.
•• Ask for confirmation letter.Ask for confirmation letter.
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Take ACTION Take ACTION 
if you become a victimif you become a victim

3.3. Notify the FTC.Notify the FTC.
••Speak to Counselor & File Speak to Counselor & File 
Complaint.  Complaint.  

11--877877--438438--4338 & 4338 & 
www.ftc.gov/idtheftwww.ftc.gov/idtheft

4.4. File a Police Report.File a Police Report.
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SeniorSeniorBrigade.comBrigade.com
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SeniorSeniorBrigade.comBrigade.com
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