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Protect Yourself:Protect Yourself:
Investment FraudInvestment Fraud

Protect Yourself: Protect Yourself: 
Investment FraudInvestment Fraud
•• Recognizing investment scamsRecognizing investment scams

•• Protecting yourself from fraudProtecting yourself from fraud

•• Steps to take if you become a victimSteps to take if you become a victim
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Beware of Investment Beware of Investment 
SeminarsSeminars
•• Investment seminars are Investment seminars are 

designed to sell.designed to sell.

•• The seminarThe seminar’’s speakers may be s speakers may be 
biased in their product biased in their product 
recommendations.recommendations.

•• ““ExpertsExperts”” may misrepresent their may misrepresent their 
qualifications.qualifications.
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Beware of Investment Beware of Investment 
SeminarsSeminars
•• Be alert to possible scams.Be alert to possible scams.

•• Product recommendations must Product recommendations must 
be suitable for you.be suitable for you.

•• DonDon’’t be a victim of t be a victim of ““bait and bait and 
switchswitch”” tactics.tactics.
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AnnuitiesAnnuities

•• Annuities are generally considered a longAnnuities are generally considered a long--
term investment option.  term investment option.  

•• Money invested in annuities typically Money invested in annuities typically 
cannot be accessed for several years cannot be accessed for several years 
without substantial penalties.without substantial penalties.

•• In some cases the principle invested may In some cases the principle invested may 
never be available without penalties.never be available without penalties.
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•• While annuities are legitimate While annuities are legitimate 
investment products, they are not investment products, they are not 
suitable for all investors.suitable for all investors.

•• Remember annuities can lock up Remember annuities can lock up 
your money for long periods of time.your money for long periods of time.

AnnuitiesAnnuities
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Affinity FraudAffinity Fraud

•• Investment scams that prey upon Investment scams that prey upon 
members of identifiable groups.members of identifiable groups.

•• The fraudsters frequently are The fraudsters frequently are -- or or 
pretend to be pretend to be -- members of the group. members of the group. 

•• These scams exploit the trust and These scams exploit the trust and 
friendship that exist in groups of people friendship that exist in groups of people 
who have something in common.who have something in common.
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AVOID these Warning SignsAVOID these Warning Signs

•• No risk, guaranteed returns.No risk, guaranteed returns.

•• Leading you to believe that other Leading you to believe that other 
savvy investors already invested.savvy investors already invested.

•• Creating a false sense ofCreating a false sense of
urgency.urgency.
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